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Being a Holy Family  
 We Americans are a competitive people. We have this drive to always want to be better than 
someone else. As a result we spend a lot of energy comparing ourselves, or our situations with those 
with whom we work, live near, etc. In many ways this is healthy. I want a doctor who does everything 
she or he can do to be better than every other doctor. The same can be applied to every service  
orientated position, or even to any person we work with or for.  
 

 However, we would be wrong if we were to apply this natural competitive attitude to our  
families. It is neither just nor wise for us to compare our families to our neighbors. Yet, so many of  
us do this. "I wish my marriage was as happy as theirs. I wish my children got along as well as theirs. 
I wish our family was as strong as theirs." This is wrong because, first, every family is a unique  
relationship of singular individuals. It is impossible for two families to be identical. Second, every  
family has challenges which are usually not apparent to the eye of the envious neighbors. 
 

 Today, we celebrate the Feast of the Holy Family. In our natural competitive attitude, we are 
tempted to look at the Holy Family as an ideal we cannot realize in our families. But, Jesus, Mary and 
Joseph had their share of struggles. The trust which is fundamental to a marriage was challenged by the 
pregnancy. Joseph was forced to bring Mary to Bethlehem when she was nine months pregnant. He 
must have felt terrible when they had no choice but to have the child in a stable. Then they had to get 
up in the middle of the night and escape Herod by moving to a foreign land, Egypt, away from family 
and traditions. Still, the Holy Family made it through the difficulties of their family life for one reason 
only: they had great faith. Joseph had faith in the angel of his dreams and treated the pregnant Mary  
in an honorable way. He had faith that God would help him protect the child, and he moved the family 
to Egypt. Mary had faith both in the angel and in God's working through Joseph. Jesus, having  
emptied Himself of His divinity, had faith in His parents to care for Him.  
 

 The Holy Family conquered their struggles through their faith-life. This must be the primary 
concern of our families. Sometimes parents wish they had the financial resources of their neighbors to 
be able to provide more for their children. That is a great ideal, but don’t forget, what children really 
need is a Christian home, not the things that the neighbor’s kids have. 
 

 The readings for this Sunday present some aspects of a Christian home. The first reading from 
Sirach says that children need to respect their parents. At first it refers to young children as it notes that 
mothers and fathers have their authority from God. Then it refers to older children when it says that 
children should take care of their parents when they age. Little children learn respect for their parents 
from the respect they see their parents giving each other and the respect their parents have for their 
grandparents. I have always believed that the way you treat your parents will be the way your children 
will treat you. If your relations with your parents are motivated by respect and love, and are evident in 
your kindness to them, your children will have learned this aspect of Christianity and will treat you the 
same way as your years mount. 
 

 The second reading deals with the relationships within a  family. Paul tells the Colossians and 
us to treat each other with kindness, to be patient with each other, to forgive each other continually, 
not to let our pride determine what we say and do to each other. He uses the term heartfelt compassion. 
The way we accept each other comes from deep within our hearts. If we strive to live this way, then as 
a family we can pray together not just in Church, but in every aspect of our lives. "Whatever you do, 
whether in speech or in action, do it in the name of the Lord."  
 

 Paul presents the roles within the families of his epoch. At that time the equality of women 
was not recognized. In the Roman Empire women were seen as property that needed to be protected 
by their fathers or their husbands or, if the father died and they were not yet married, their brothers. 
The respect given to a woman was different from that given to a man. That's why we have the phrase, 
“Wives be subordinate to your husbands,” closely followed by “Husbands love your wives.” The  
heart of this reading is that husbands and wives must respect each other. This same line of thought 
continues with children being told to respect their parents, and parents being told not to nag, and not 
to continually find fault with their children. 
 

 A few years ago one of the finest men I have ever met died of a massive heart attack on  
Christmas day. One day about ten years before this, he spoke to me about his daughters who were in 
their early twenties at the time. He said to me, “My girls are really good kids.  Yeah, they both made 
mistakes and had babies before they married, but that doesn’t change the fact that they are both good  



  
  
 
 
kids.” Those are the words of a father who would not let anything 
change the deep respect he had for his children. My thought is that the 
reason why the girls were such good kids and why they both went on to 
be good mothers and wives, was because they were treated with respect 
by their father, and mother for that matter, and they returned this with 
respect and deep love. God bless him and God bless all parents who 
never let anything diminish their respect for their children. And God 
bless children who receive and return their parents’ love. That is what 
Colossians, the second reading is about. 
 

 Today’s Gospel is acted out many Sundays right here at St.  
Ignatius, as well as other parishes. Mary and Joseph went to the Temple 
holding Jesus. Simeon and Anna made a fuss. So often a couple will  
come in to the church holding their newborn child. Their joy is  
indescribable. “Look who we have with us,” they say before they even 
open their mouths. I make believe I’m surprised; even though I may 
have seen the expectant Mom every week. I love seeing the babies, and 
I enjoy making a fuss. And I love seeing the huge change in the parents 
who present their first child.  
  

 I love seeing how much you love your children. I love the fact 
that you are all determined to provide the best for your children. Let me 
remind you, to be the best parents you can be, remain grounded in the 
Lord. Make prayer a part of your home life. Pray with your children at 
bedtime and pray for them after they fall asleep. Teach your children 
respect. Let them witness your respect for them, for each other, and for 
others and demand that they respect others, including you. Men, if you 
want to be good fathers, love your wives. Women, if you want to be 
good mothers, love your husbands. 
 

 Some may say, “I can’t do this. I can’t be the mother, the father 
my children need me to be.” If you ever had that thought, put it out of 
your mind. You can be all that your children need as long as your love 
for your children remains the love of Christ, sacrificial love. Then, do 
your best, and trust God to do the rest.  
 

 May all our families be Holy Families. 
   

 Yours in Christ, 
 

  

Msgr. Joseph A. Pellegrino, Pastor 
715 E Orange Street 

Tarpon Springs, Florida   34689 
  
  

  
 

Mass Schedule: 
 

Saturday…….4:00 and 6:30 p.m.                        
      (Fulfills Sunday Obligation) 
  

Sunday……...7:00, 9:00, 11:30 a.m. and                   
       6:00 p.m. Life Teen 
  

Weekdays…..7:00 a.m. and 9:00 a.m. 
  

Saturday…….9:00 a.m. 
  

Confession Schedule: 
In Church Reconciliation Rooms 
Saturday…….3:00– 3:45 p.m.  
                         and after the 6:30 p.m. Mass 

  

Open for Prayer: 
Monday through Friday...7:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 
    Saturday 9 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. in the Chapel 
                   

 
 
  

PARISH OFFICE  937-4050 
Main Office ext. 201 

  

Msgr. Joseph A. Pellegrino,  Pastor                ext. 209 

      msgrjpellegrino@ignatius.net 

Rev. Kyle Bell, Parochial Vicar                      ext. 207 

      frkbell@ignatius.net 

Rev. Joseph Paek, OSB                                   ext. 208 

      frjpaek@ignatius.net 

Rev. Kevin Molloy, in residence 

      frkmolloy@ignatius.net                            ext. 248 

Deacon Samuel Moschetto                             ext. 224 
Deacon John Edgerton                                    ext. 224 

Deacon Mike Waldron                                   ext. 224 

Ron Appel, Parish Manager                            ext. 215 

Katherine Creamer, Office Manager               ext. 201 

Lorna Moffitt, Parish Mgr. Assistant              ext. 203 

Eldean Jenkins, Facilities Manager                 ext. 201 

Brandon Vennink, Music Director                  ext. 206 
  

FAITH FORMATION 
Rev. Kyle Bell, Parochial Vicar                      ext. 207 

      frkbell@ignatius.net 

Fran Morin, Pre-K—8th Grade                 ext. 220 

Joshua Strope, Evangelization                ext. 224 

Laura Margarella, Caritas                  ext. 221 

  

YOUTH MINISTRY 
Bart Kovacic, Life Teen                  ext. 250 

Samantha Trapp, Edge                                    ext. 250 

EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER 
Sharon Nease, Director                 ext. 225 
 

GUARDIAN ANGELS SCHOOL 
Mary Stalzer, Principal                                799-6724 

  

UPPER PINELLAS  

PREGNANCY CENTER 
Mary Caesar                                                 937-4304 
 

 

PARISH OFFICE FAX                727-943-0676 

OFFICE EMAIL          kcreamer@ignatius.net 

PARISH WEBSITE           www.st.ignatius.net 
  

 

Baptism: Please call the Parish Office 

Marriage: Please call the Parish Office  

Holy Orders: Please call  

Rev. Chuck Dornquast at 345-3338 

Masses for the Celebration of   
the Solemnity of  Mary   (January 1) 

 
 
 

  Dec. 31 Thursday:   
              4 p.m. & 6:30 p.m. 
  Jan. 1  Friday:   
             7 a.m., 9 a.m. & 11:30 a.m. 

    



 

 
 

 
Page 4 

 

The Early Childhood Center  
is closed and  

will re-open January 4th.  
 

 

The Parish Office 
 will  be closed 

Thursday, December 31st  
And will re-open  

Monday, January 4th 
 

 

Have a  
Blessed New Year! 

 

Stay informed as  
changes to the calendar  

may be warranted. 

 
 

  Find us 
Online...www.st.ignatius.net 

 

FlockNote: text IgnatiusUpdates  
      to 84576 and register 
 

Facebook: Facebook.com/stiggys/ 
 

Instagram: st_ignatius_tarpon 
 

myparishapp: simply text APP  
      to 88202 
 

YouTube: stignatiustarponsprings 

Those who are ill, elderly,  
have underlying health conditions,  

or are leery to come to Church are urged to stay home.  
A dispensation from the obligation to attend  

Sunday Mass is still in effect and  
will be until further notice.  

Weekend Masses are being recorded on our YouTube page. 

Events Notice… 
Due to the resurgence  

of  the Coronavirus, 
all previously scheduled 

events in the hall  
and the Life Center  

have been suspended   
until further notice. 

For the safety of everyone in our faith family, all need to wear masks  
that cover both their mouth & nose, plus 

practice social distancing while inside the Church, Chapel & all buildings. 
 

Please leave the Church immediately after Mass  
so the Church can be cleaned and disinfected. 
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A Big  

Thank You  
to all who participated so generously and  

made this year’s Advent Giving Tree  
such a huge success. 

 
 
   

 
 

 

Saturday Confessions in Church Reconciliation Rooms… 
Beginning at  3 p.m. and must end at 3:45  
and after 6:30 p.m. Mass 
 

Weekend Mass Times...  
Saturday - 4 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. 
Sunday - 7 a.m., 9 a.m., 11:30 a.m. & 6 p.m.  
 (Please note Sunday early Mass Time Change)  
 

Daily Mass Times...  
 Monday—Friday at 7 a.m. & 9 a.m. & Saturday at 9 a.m. in the 
Church. 
 

Come & Pray in the Chapel…   
Monday – Wednesday  from 7:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.   
Thursday & Friday Chapel will be closed. 
Saturday from 9 a.m.  –  2:30 p.m. 

For the safety of everyone in our faith family, all need to wear masks  
that cover both their mouth & nose plus,  

practice social distancing while inside the Church, Chapel & all buildings. 

Ronald McDonald House 

Clothes to Kids 

Our Community Life Food Pantry 

Our Upper Pinellas  
Pregnancy Center 
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Everyone must wear a mask that covers both nose & 
mouth, plus practice social distancing during all events!  

 
 
 
 
 

 

Lord, grant eternal rest to the 
souls of  our dearly departed,  

especially for 

 
 

ALL WHO HAVE DIED  

FROM CORONAVIRUS    

plus 

THERESA TOTH 
 

and for all those  
we hold in our hearts 

who have died, 
 may they rest  

in the arms of  God. 

The Mass Book for 2021 is open.  
If  you wish to have a Mass said  

for special intentions  
or for deceased family members  

or friends, stop by the parish office  
between 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. weekdays. 

St. Ignatius Choirs  
Join Our Children’s Choir  

Please contact Brandon for details!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
We welcome anyone who is interested  

in learning to sing  
and grow in their personal faith.  

If  you would like to know more about our  
music ministry please contact Brandon at  
bvennink@ignatius.net or at 937-4050. 

Wanted:  
Christmas pictures  

of our Church  
and/or Altar  

 

We are looking for photographs  
of  our Church decorated this year  

for next year’s parish Christmas Card.  
 

 
  

This year’s photograph  
was taken by  

Msgr. Pellegrino. 
 
 

Please email photo as an  
Attachment to  

kcreamer@ignatius.net  
Please include name of  photographer and  

a contact number/email.  

Please note:  

There will be no   
First Friday Adoration 

& Benediction  
        on January 1st.  
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Everyone must wear a mask that covers both nose & 
mouth, plus practice social distancing during all events!  

The Bloodmobile 
will be here  

 Sunday,  
January 17th 

from 8 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
 

      Please Share A Pint! 

“The Letter to the Romans” 
Word in Action 
 Spring Course  

 
 

The Bible is at the heart of our Catholic Faith – and  
our relationship with God. It is the living Word of 
God, where our Father meets with us and lovingly 
speaks to us. In order to draw closer to the Word  
that God is telling us in the scriptures, we must have 
guidance from those who have spent a lifetime  
studying and understanding the intricacies of the Word.  
 

St. Paul’s letter to the Romans has been at the center  
of reflection, conversion, and controversy from  
the very beginning. Romans: The Gospel of Salvation  
provides an authentically Catholic, comprehensive,  
yet simple way to understand the overarching theme  
of The Letter to the Romans. It reveals the way in 
which the gospel of Jesus Christ is the fulfillment of 
Israel’s hope, which leads to the universal, “catholic” 
family of God. 
 

Join Deacon Sam in an 8 week program that unpacks 
the messages hidden within the 16-chapters of this  
popular letter. Sessions begin tentatively on January 21st 
and end on March 11th. There are two sessions each 
Thursday, one in the morning at 10:30 a.m. and one in 
the evening at 6:30 p.m. Sessions are one and a half 
hours long.  
 

A student workbook will be necessary for the program. 
Please register below so that a book may be available  
at the start. Donation for the workbook is $27. Please 
make your checks out to “St. Ignatius of Antioch 
Church”. 
 

All social distancing and Covid precautions will be 
taken in the classroom according to the guidelines  

of our Church and the Diocese.  
 

Spring 2021 Word in Action Registration Form:  
 

Name: __________________________________ 
Telephone # ______________________   
Offering: ____________     
Check: ___________ Cash: __________ 

Spring Class Registration 

Samantha Trapp—Edge Director 
727-251-2476 or strapp@ignatius.net 

Our grades 6-8 ministry, known as EDGE,  
is a dynamic middle school youth ministry. 
Edge provides an opportunity to grow in 

faith by developing a relationship with Jesus 
through social activities. It is all about mak-
ing a difference in their hearts & empower-

ing them to seek Christ. 
All Middle School Youth Invited 

TO OUR Virtual Meetings!! 
Check out next meeting on  

January 7th at 6:30 p.m.  
 

Edge Youth Ministry 



 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

You are invited to make a gift  
towards our Altar Flowers  

in memory of,  
in thanksgiving for,  
in celebration of  or 

in honor of  a person or event.  
 

The donation is $50 for the  
weekend floral arrangements.  
This dedication will be printed  

in the bulletin for the requested week. 
  

If  interested, please come by the Parish  
Office between 9 - 4 on the weekdays. 

   DROPPED YOUR LANDLINE  ?  
E-MAIL   

or OTHER CHANGES? 
Please Keep the Parish Office  

informed.  
Send a note to kcreamer@ignatius.net  

or  
               drop a note in the offertory basket. 
 

 

Name_____________________________________ 
 

Address:___________________________________ 
 

Phone __________________________________ 
 

Envelope Number __________  
   
Email address_______________________________ 
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“Catholic Schools:  
Where Faith and Knowledge Meet”  

 
 

Learn more about and  
Keep posted on Events and Changes  

in our schools: 
 

ECC Website:  
https://www.stignatiusecc.org/ 

Guardian Angels Website: 
https://www.gacsfl.com/ 

 

Our classrooms are filled  
with excellent, faith filled teachers and staff  

working with our precious students.  
 

Our students enjoy a  
curriculum where technology, 

the arts, and the timeless truths 
of  our faith are integrated  

into all subject areas.  

Guardian Angels 

Our ECC is foremost a Catholic school 
where two, three and four year olds  

are given the opportunities to develop  
spiritually, socially, physically  

and intellectually.  We are dedicated to  
providing developmentally appropriate  

programs aimed at the total child. 
Contact Sharon Nease to schedule a tour 
 at (727)937-5427 or snease@ignatius.net  

Early Childhood Center 

St. Ignatius will send you a donation  
statement for your contributions for 2020  
to the Church if  requested. Please fill out 

this form and place it in the collection  
basket, drop off  at the Parish Office or email 

your request to kcreamer@ignatius.net. 
Thank You. 

 

Name:________________________ 
 

Address:_______________________ 
 

City:__________________________  
 

      Zip____________   Envelope # _______ 

mailto:snease@ignatius.net


  

   

DATE MASS INTENTIONS EVENTS 
 
 
 

Saturday, December 26 
 

 
 
 

  4:00 p.m.     + Leonard Kasper 
  6:30 p.m.     + Ryszard Plotniak 

     
 

Sunday, December 27 
Holy Family,  

Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
Sirach 3:2-14 

Colossians 3:12-21 
Luke 2:22-40 

 

  7:00 a.m.     Special Intentions of Gregory Rohrdanz 
  9:00 a.m.     For the People of Our Parish 
11:30 a.m.     + Krystina Horak 
  6:00 p.m.     + Angelo Campisi 

   
 
 
  

 

Monday, December 28 
The Holy Innocents 

1 John 1:5-2:2 
Matthew 2:13-18 

    

   
  7:00 a.m.     + Theresa Pellegrino 
  9:00 a.m.     + Frank & Mary Pergola 

 

 

Tuesday, December 29 
St. Thomas Becket 

1 John 2:2-11 
Luke 2:22-35 

  
 

    7:00 a.m.     + Maria Azzopardi  
  9:00 a.m.     + Karlo Lekich 

  

Wednesday,  
December 30 
1 John 2:12-17 
Luke 2:36-40 

 
 

  7:00 a.m.     Vocations to the Priesthood  
                     & Religious Life  
  9:00 a.m.     + Dominick Roselle 

     
 
 

 

Thursday, December 31 
St. Sylvester 1 

1 John 2:18-21 
John 1:1-18 

 
 
 
 

  7:00 a.m.     + Daniel Smith 
  9:00 a.m.     + Thomas Zarakas 
      

  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Saturday, January 2  
St. Basil &  

Gregory Nazianzen 
1 John 2:22-28 
John 1:19-28 

 
 
 

  9:00 a.m.     Special Intentions of  
                     Bishop Gregory L. Parkes 

   
  

 
 

Saturday, January 2 
 

 

  4:00 p.m.     Special Intentions of the  
                     St. Ignatius Women’s Council 
  6:30 p.m.     + Phyllis Thompson 

     
 

Sunday, January 3 
Epiphany of the Lord 

Isiah 60:1-6 
Ephesians 3:2-6 
Matthew 2:1-12 

 
 

  7:00 a.m.     + Dennis Toomey 
  9:00 a.m.     For the People of Our Parish 
11:30 a.m.     + Anna Pabjan 
  6:00 p.m.     Special Intentions of Ronnie Juarbe 

   
 
 
  

Pray in the Chapel  7:30 a.m.— 2:30 p.m.  

Pray in the Chapel  7:30 a.m.— 2:30 p.m.  

Confessions inside the Church  
Reconciliation Rooms   

3 p.m. - 3:45 p.m. 
and after the 6:30 p.m. Mass 

     Pray in the Chapel  9 a.m.— 2:30 p.m.   

Pray in the Chapel  7:30 a.m.— 2:30 p.m.  

Confessions inside the Church  
Reconciliation Rooms   

3 p.m. - 3:45 p.m. 
and after the 6:30 p.m. Mass 

 

  Solemnity of Mary                  Vigil Masses 
           Masses    4:00 p.m.     + Paul Kazimir 
Thursday, December 31      6:30 p.m.     Special Intentions of the Smith Family 

                                       
                   Solemnity Masses 
     7:00 a.m.      + James Service 
     Friday, January 1            9:00 a.m.        + Rosealie Healey 
                              11:30 a.m.      For the People of Our Parish 

Parish Offices & Chapel Closed 

Parish Offices & Chapel Closed 


